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Dear Church Family, 
 
Grace and peace to you in Christ. 
It is the middle of January and I am writing the letter for the February 
newsletter.  Shortly after you receive this, we will be getting ready for Lent 
by observing Ash Wednesday.  Having a annual cycle that guides the 
Church year is a blessing.  It helps us keep focused on the ongoing nature 
of the life of the church.  Though we are looking at this life through 
historical events, they remain vital and pertinent to our lives because we 
celebrate in the context of our congregation and our lives. 
This cycle can also be something of a tyrant!  Everything moves forward 
without waiting to see if we are ready or not.  Although I would like to 
spend more time with Christmas and Epiphany, the calendar says that 
Lent is coming.  I suppose it is human nature to want to stay in the warmth 
and glow of Christmas instead of venturing forth into the desert.  Yet it is in 
the desert that we learn to know ourselves better.  It is in the desert that 
we come to rely on God more fully. 
I am not looking forward to the Lenten journey through the desert but I am 
ready to begin.  The path may be unknown and the obstacles unseen but 
we know where we are going.  The end of the road is not a cross or a 
tomb, but the glorious sun rise of Easter. 
This year for the Lenten season, we will be looking at events in Jesus’ life 
from Palm Sunday to Easter.  Since many of these events and Scriptures 
are not part of the lectionary except at Easter, many of us don’t have a 
clear idea of the sequence of events leading to the resurrection or the 
implications for our faith.  We will use these events for the Monday night 
Lenten Soup Supper and Study series.  There will be a study for adults 
and for children/youth under 12 years old.  The same texts will also be 
used for the sermons and Children’s time on the Sundays in Lent.  It is my 
hope that this will lead to a better understanding of who Jesus is but also 
of who we are in Christ. 
As we make our way toward Lent, may it be with a heart that is able to 
rejoice, not in the journey but in its end, Jesus the Christ. 
 
 
 

   Pastor Natalie 
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