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Dear Church Family, 
 

Easter blessings to you!! 
In the midst of Lent and all the busyness that leads up to 

Easter, it seems as if Easter will never get here.  I love the special 
services of Holy Week.  Maundy Thursday is candlelit and quiet.  
Those who gather come to remember the last time Jesus gathered 
with his disciples around the table.  It is much like Sunday morning 
but more reflective.  The shadow of the cross looms in the 
background. 

Good Friday is a somber day.  The ministers’ cluster 
sponsors a community service at noon.  This year we will gather at 
Palm Avenue Church.  This is an opportunity for the congregation to 
share with other Christians from around the community.  The 
message is usually well presented and powerful. 

Then comes Easter!!!!  All the shadows are blown away.  The 
bright sunshine of Easter morning shines through worship even if the 
day should be blustery.  We have a tradition of starting the morning 
with breakfast.  The men prepare and serve the breakfast.  It gives 
us a chance to celebrate over a different kind of communion feast.  
The worship is always full of favorite Easter hymns and lots of 
music.  It will truly be a joyous day. 

My favorite part of Holy Week, unless there is an Easter 
baptism, is the 15 minutes or so after the church is completely 
empty.  I get to sit and enjoy the peace and the “great cloud of 
witnesses” that leaves their mark on our worship space. 

I know that Palm Sunday and Easter are high points in our 
church year.  We often have many visitors and the church resounds 
with joyous voices.  I challenge those of you who normally avoid the 
more somber observances to come to Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday worship this year.  The joy of Easter is even more spectacular 
when you have taken time to eat with Jesus on Thursday and stand 
watch over his cross on Friday.  Bright sunshine is even more 
brilliant when it follows the rain. 

May the grace of God in Christ Jesus fill your hearts and 
grant you peace. 

 
Pastor Natalie 
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Honored Member 

 
 
Debbie McCarty was born on October 5, in 
Eureka, California. Her father was a truck driver 
and her mother was a nurse. She has one sister 
who came from Sacramento to witness Debbie’s 
baptism March 7 here at United. 
 
Debbie attended Enterprise High School in 
Redding, California. She has worked in a 
convalescent hospital, a restaurant, a customer 
service representative and in inventory.  When she 
completes more classes, she looks forward to 
again working in the convalescent hospital setting. 
 
She has traveled to Hawaii and made trips to 
Reno, Nevada. She once worked at Blockbuster 
Video in the Bay Area and while there she met 
Shemar Moore, the actor who plays on the 
television show Criminal Minds. At the time he was 
doing part time modeling for Mervyns Department 
Store. She also has met the professional 
basketball star from Miami Heat, Rafer Austin who 
is a family friend. 
 
Debbie’s hobbies include southern and soul food 
cooking, reading, watching movies and relaxing. 
She was baptized as an infant in the Lutheran 
church. She and her family were invited to our 
annual block party by our member, Stacy King 
who was a pen-pal to Jamila at Roeding School. 
They also attended our Wednesday Family Fun 
Nights in the summer. Keshun brought the 
children to church and Debbie decided to attend 
also and she was baptized on March 4, and their 
son, Keesun, age 8, was dedicated the same day. 
Keesun is in the second grade at Williams 
Elementary School and wants everyone to know 
that his favorite character is Sponge Bob Square 
Pants. 
 
 
 
Jamall Hicks was born on March 12, 1996, in 
Merced, California. His father is Keshun 
Washington and his mother is Debbie McCarty. He 
has one sister, Jamila and one brother, Keesun. 
 
He is in the eighth grade at Wawona Middle 
School. His classes include Algebra I, English 
Language Arts, Physical Science, Advanced 
Computer Science, World History and 
Intermediate Baccalaureate class. He has 
maintained a 4.0 Grade Point Average since third 

grade. His favorite class is Algebra I and he hopes 
to become a lawyer. 
 
He has traveled to Reno, Nevada. He also has 
met the Pro basketball star, Rafer Austin. He looks 
forward to going to our church summer camp. He 
has a part time job doing landscaping for a 
disabled senior citizen. He was baptized on March 
4. He says he now has a new life at church and 
you will see him helping in many ways. 
 
 
 
Jamila McCarty was born on April; 27, 1997, in 
Fresno, California. Her father is Keshun 
Washington and her mother is Debbie McCarty. 
Her brothers are Jamal and Keesun. 
 
 She is in the sixth grade at Williams Elementary 
School where she is the president of the student 
body. Her classes include math, science, English 
Language Arts, English Language Development, 
reading, social studies, music and P.E. Her 
favorite class is math. 
 
Jamila also has met the Pro-basketball star, Rafer 
Austin and his son goes to school with her. She 
likes to read and play video games with her 
brothers. She enjoys all outdoor sports and 
swimming. She looks forward to going to our 
church camp this summer. She would like to 
become a singer/actress. She has joined our 
church choir and is always willing to lend a helping 
hand. She also was baptized on March 4. 
 
For this family baptism, there were 11 family 
members and friends in attendance including 
Keshun’s mother who traveled from Las Vegas, 
NV., his three sisters including one who traveled 
from Atlanta, GA., four nieces, and one cousin. 
Debbie’s sister and her friend came from 
Sacramento. Please welcome this delightful 
family. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Dorothy Shuck  
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